
Instruction for Authors: Impact 
 
This guideline is meant to help contributors who are writing an exhibit on an impact of an 
innovation. The impacts section will expand upon an innovation’s long term impacts and how it 
has led to more innovations. This section is not meant to be a detailed explanation of the 
innovation and its importance, but rather to show how this one innovation impacted other areas 
and led to further innovations. The initial impact and why the innovation was unique and 
important will be in the innovation category. The biographical information of those who were a 
part of the innovation will be in the person exhibit.  
 
Below you will find some suggestions and guidelines of what you should include in your exhibit. 
You do not have to follow the format exactly when writing your exhibit. Also, you should include 
other information that you feel is important. Be creative in how you present the information. This 
should be thought of as a museum exhibit label rather than an article in a journal or Wikipedia 
entry. Make it interesting and fun for visitors to read while sharing this important knowledge! The 
starred items are information you should include and the other suggestions are optional:  

● Title: [Name of Innovation]’s Impact* 
● What is the innovation?* 
● Who was a part of creating the innovation?* 
● What were the long term impacts of the innovation?* 

○ What further developments/innovations were possible because of this impact? 
○ Were there any interdisciplinary uses of this impact? 
○ What geographical areas did this innovation have an impact on/was this 

innovation used globally?  
○ Is this innovation still used? 
○ Do people use it in everyday life today? 

● If there are any objects or pictures in a space the public can view on campus, list the 
object and where it is located. 

● Any interesting facts or anecdotes 
● Any images/videos you come across during your research 
● Sources listed in APA format* (Formatting guidelines: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/) 
● Contributors* 

 
Great examples of exhibits to refer to: 
 

● Herbert F. Moore 
● Talbot 
● Samuel Kirk 
● Betatron 
● Hardy Cross Method 
● Operation Game 
● Gyroscope impacts 
● Research Residence No. 1 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/

