
Lecture 17 — History of PL’s

• The major strands of high-level programming languages —
static vs. dynamic typing, imperative vs. functional — first
showed up quite early in the history of computers. But they
have been manifested in a great variety of forms. We give a
brief, and possibly biased, overview of the main developments.

• Topics for today:

• Selective history of programming languages, by example
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Fortran I
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Fortran IV
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Lisp
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COBOL
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APL
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Algol
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Simula67
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Smalltalk
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Objective C
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Prolog
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Haskell
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Scala
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